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Adding Context to Historical Images: 

Researching Images for Wayne State University Libraries’ Virtual Motor City 

 The Virtual Motor City (VMC) is a small fragment of a collection of 800,000 negatives 

and prints given to Wayne State University (WSU) Libraries by The Detroit News. Clicking 

Browse Items in this Collection on the VMC’s homepage shows 38,271 results. Many of the 

images have minimal data such as, the date the image was captured, a title transcribed from 

envelopes that held the images while in custody of The Detroit News, and Library of Congress 

Subject Headings assigned by catalogers (WSU Libraries, n.d.). Schwartz (2002) says that 

without good description of the images in digital collections we run the risk of turning them into 

stock photo libraries that leave only their visible elements and none of the context. 

 Meehan (2009) says the old way of thinking of records creators and their users having 

different agendas, and archivists being mediators between the two should be rethought. 

Archivists are often involved in the meaning-making process and should be thought of as users 

(Meehan, 2009). As users, archivists can therefore be thought of as researchers. Archivists 

generally do not have time to research collections at the item level and give broad summaries of 

papers, manuscripts, and audiovisual resources and leave it to others to do their own research. 

 Gerald Chaudron (2015) says “there is still a place for item-level description” (p. 1) done 

by archivists taking on the role of researcher. Items are unfortunately overlooked because they 

were only described at the collection level and need an archivist to research them to make them 

more accessible (Chaudron, 2015). The Virtual Motor City Collection is a valuable resource to 

scholars that archivists have not been able to describe adequately. As part of my Administration 

of Audiovisual Collections class in Winter 2022, I was able to be the researcher for twenty-five 

random images in the collection related to World War II. The rest of this paper discusses how I 
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prepared to research the images, some of the challenges encountered, and the most memorable 

images, then concludes with some thoughts on the project. An appendix to the paper includes the 

VMC number for each image and the resources used to research them. 

Preparing for Research 

 Since I had minimal experience researching photographs before starting this project, I 

read and reread the instructions to get a feel for what was expected. I have some experience 

giving brief descriptions of photos from doing inventory sheets while working as a student 

employee in the digitization department at Western Michigan University but described only what 

I could see in the image and transcribe anything that was written on the back of prints or slide 

housings. 

 Our class used Photographs: Archival Care and Management by Mary Lynn Ritzenthaler 

& Diane Vogt-O’Connor (2006) as our textbook so I skimmed over chapter three to refresh my 

memory of the content. Chapter 3, written by Helena Zinkham, outlines some of the steps 

archivists need to ask when describing photos: 

• Study the image. 

• List what you see in the image. 

• Ask, who made the image? 

• Ask, why did they make the image? 

• Identify your assumptions about the image. 

o Question them, be aware of indifferences and use online tools to verify or reject 

information. 

• What questions come to mind about the image? 

• Ask, where can I find answers to these questions? 
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  Some of the questions archivists need to ask, such as who took the photographs and why, 

was already given to us. The images were taken by staffers of The Detroit News to relay 

information to their readers. As the images in this subset of Detroit News Photographs pertains to 

World War II, I knew that the images would be focused on education and relaying important 

world information that affected people living in the Detroit area first and would be much less 

focused on entertainment. Also knowing the digital versions of the images are part of the VMC 

digital collection made it clear that buildings and streets would also be important to the users of 

the materials today. 

 Most of the images we were given had dates the photographs were taken and we knew 

that even if the images were never published in the paper the story that they were meant to 

supplement might have been published up to seven days later. For the few images that did not 

have dates, we knew they were taken between 1941-1945. We were also given other online 

resources to supplement the articles available in the digital versions of the newspapers. 

 Another detail we were given was that it was unlikely we would find the names of any of 

the photographers. 

Researching 

 For each image, my starting place was the digital version of The Detroit News available 

through WSU’s subscription to NewsBank. This was generally done by selecting the paper with 

the same date of the story and performing a keyword search for terms in the provided title. If the 

story was found but the image was not published with it, I then scrolled through the thumbnail 

images of each page looking for the image. I paid especially close attention to the last page on all 

issues, often looking at them even if none of the images looked like they would match, and 

pictorial sections that were in Sunday issues.  
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General Challenges 

 Adding context to photographs takes effort. Many of the photographs in this project are 

about 80 years old. They are older than everyone in this class, so it is even more difficult to add 

context. Adding personal context to older images will get harder with each passing year, but 

online research tools can make it easier to find other references to assist archivists. 

Lack of Subject Knowledge 

 I do not know much about Detroit or World War II. I have heard of some of the areas in 

Detroit and the names of the buildings, but I do not “know” Detroit like a native Detroiter.  

I did not have anyone in my family who fought in WWII so most of what I know about it came 

from high school history classes. Everything I used to add context to these images comes from 

the digitized newspapers and other online tools. 

Assigning Subject Headings 

 The VMC only uses Library of Congress Subject Headings (LCSH) and they did not 

always have terms for the things I wanted to highlight about the image. This was frustrating 

because description can suffer if subject headings do not provide access points and the more 

precise access points are, the better patron search results will be (Miller, 2005). Some of the 

images I researched had no subject headings attached. Some of the subject headings I chose and 

the reasons for them follow. 

 I chose to put the LCSH term World War II in for each image. I did this because even 

though most of the images that had subject headings had some variation on World War, 1930-

1945, I felt researchers would be more likely to search for World War II than they would the 

already assigned term. While some of the images had a subject heading that incorporated 
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Michigan and or Detroit, it was usually in a string, such as Civil defense--Michigan--Detroit--

1940-1950, so I decided to add the straightforward heading of Detroit (Mich.).  

 I added the term Italian Americans to image 12 (vmc77620) because it felt more 

inclusive and less derogatory than the term “Italians”, which was found in the original title and 

incorporated within longer LCSH terms. The article that went with the image does not mention 

that this group of Detroiters is of Italian ancestry. I ultimately decided to put Italian Americans 

in because I thought maybe at the time the image was published the paper did not want to 

acknowledge these were Italian Americans because backlash might have occurred. I decided the 

photographer probably put the correct information on the envelope and it would be helpful for 

Italian Americans who were looking for information about how their community joined in the 

war efforts. 

 Whenever I could verify that an image was taken on Woodward Avenue, I would add the 

LCSH subject heading Woodward Avenue (Mich.). I added this heading because even though I 

know almost nothing about life in Detroit, I have heard of Woodward Avenue and knew that it 

would help people looking for the history of that road or the area around it find those images so 

they could piece together its evolution. I did this for other important buildings that I could find 

headings for, like the Penobscot Building. I was surprised that there is no LCSH for the Majestic 

Building as I have heard of that one as well. 

 I added the term Refugee children to image 14 (vmc69984_1) because even though four 

of the five original headings had terms with the word refugee in them Refugee children is a 

more specific term that would allow a researcher to get a more relevant result. There can be quite 

a difference in an image that has refugees than one with refugee children. 
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 I added the term Jeffries, Edward, 1900-1950 to image 7 (vmc3041) because as mayor 

of Detroit from 1940-1948 he was an important man to the city who researchers might want to 

find images and information about. 

 There were some terms I wanted to add, but the way LCSH defined them seemed harsh. 

For example, images 16 and 23 (vmc69969_1) show crowds of people lined up waiting for ration 

books and shoes respectively, I thought of using crowd for these images. However, searching for 

crowd brings up crowd control and crowd behavior (collective behavior is now the preferred 

term) which puts a negative image in my head and from the images it looks like everyone was 

behaving well. I believe limiting the subject headings for this collection to LCSH only might 

make it more difficult to find important people, or other local people named in the photos, people 

who have not made it to LCSH are also worth being able to find. For example, Sam Buck is 

mentioned in the story for image 20 (vmc69996_1) but there is no subject heading for him in 

LCSH. 

Limiting the description.  

 Miller (2005) says it is hard to describe visual media with words, but it is worth it to 

make the text more searchable. I tried to keep this in mind while also wanting to tell the story of 

the image. I wanted to add as much detail about the image’s visual elements, and all the 

historical information I could find, to bring as much context as possible to the picture. We were 

asked to have fewer than three or four sentences (Clemens, 2022), but I found myself pushing the 

limit and sometimes failing by not being able to include less than five. Even repeated editing of 

the sentences did not cut much out of my original text. Hopefully these longer descriptions will 

be seen as being relevant and can be used in full, if not, I apologize to the archivists who will 

have to edit my work. 
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 There were times I also thought it would be great to add my thoughts on the emotions the 

people in the images were likely experiencing, like the way users of photograph collections did 

in the article by O’Connor and O’Connor (1999) but decided not only was a more neutral 

approach more appropriate for the collection, but the descriptions were already too long. 

Leaving the Title Alone 

 Dealing with the decision to let the original title continue to be used as the access title 

was difficult. I wish the library would create new titles for the images and leave the original title 

in a “historical title” field. Coming across titles that start with “Wars; World; # 2;” is so jarring 

to me personally and has got to be difficult for people who might be looking for WWII or World 

War II in the title field. I think it would be better to have more natural language. 

Memorable Images 

 Few of my images were without challenges but the work on all of them was rewarding. I 

enjoyed being able to problem solve when the answer was not clear and add descriptions to 

images that had little context. Images 2, 3, 16, 24, and 20 are the most memorable. All sources 

used for researching the images are listed in the Appendix by image. 

Image 2 (vmc62957) Army; Aero; Fields; Selfridge. Recreation. 1942-06-25. 

 This image was likely taken to go with a story about a woman who donated furnishings to 

a day room at Selfridge Air Base. Photos were published with it but are so blurry in the scan that 

it is not easy to tell if this image was taken in the same room or if the men are the same. The first 

image on the left looks like it might have a piano against the wall and in the image on the right 

the man directly behind the man making a chess play looks like he could be the man at the piano 

in my image. I scrolled through the thumbnails for the June 25-July 2, 1942, papers but could not 

find the image. Searches of other sites were unsuccessful other than a nearly identical image 

https://digital.library.wayne.edu/item/wayne:vmc62957
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(further study revealed one man had crossed arms in this image) posted on The Detroit News 

website with the caption: “Members of the 80th Fighter Control Squadron at Selfridge find time 

for a sing-along in the day room on July 1, 1942”. The date was also different from what was 

given in the spreadsheet even though the images were obviously taken at the same time. I 

concluded someone used the date the story should have run as the date the photograph was taken 

when they made the online article. I felt the original handlers of the photographs would have had 

the correct dates that are in the WSU system, but I still scrolled through July 3-10. I was unable 

to find the image 

 The final description I gave it is: Eight men at Selfridge Air Base, dressed in uniforms, 

sing and play piano in one of the newly furnished day rooms. The more comfortable furnishings 

came from Mrs. F. H. Harvey who solicited donations of used items from others. She was helped 

by Mrs. Elmer J. Harvey (no relation) and Mrs. W. R. Hans. 

 I added the subject headings: World War II, Detroit (Mich.), Selfridge Air National 

Guard Base (Mich.), Airmen 

Image 3 (vmc13709) Army; Aero; Recruits; Detroit. Students from University of Michigan, 

Michigan State University, and Wayne State University Leaving for Aviation Training at Santa 

Ana, California. 1942-04-06. 

 This image was published in a follow-up to the front-page story from the previous day 

with photos from the event. It looked like it was taken at a train depot, and I could see a sign in 

the background for the Roosevelt Hotel. I found a postcard on historicdetroit.org that stated it 

was on 2250 14th St. across from Roosevelt Park and Michigan Central depot, I looked for 

images of the depot to verify but most images of the depot are of the ornate insides, and I could 

not find any from this angle.  

https://digital.library.wayne.edu/item/wayne:vmc13709
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 I believe the newspaper put the wrong photo and caption together. The photograph 

caption matches the story "57 Take Oath as Air Cadets at City Hall" (1942, April 7, p. 10) but 

the photograph matches more closely the story on the same page "50 Air Cadet Volunteers 

Eagerly Depart for Camp." The photo shows men leaving for training but the story it is tied to 

says the 57 were sworn in then put on furlough to await a call to training that would likely come 

in May. The information on the VMC page more closely matches the information found in the 

story about the departing cadets. 

 My final description reads: 50 college age men, mostly from the University of Michigan, 

Michigan State College, and Wayne State University pose together before catching the train that 

will take them out west to be trained as aviators. They are squinting in the sun and the wind is 

blowing their hair. The Roosevelt Hotel is in the background and cars are on the right-hand side 

of the frame, a Michigan license plate is visible on the first car. 

 I added the subject headings: World War II, Detroit (Mich.), Airmen 

Image 16 (vmc77621_1) Wars; World; # 2; Detroit Rationing Boards. #82-8 7464 12th Street. 

1942-12-30. 

 This image was the most work for the least amount of reward. I initially started searching 

the date in the spreadsheet with no luck, then I clicked on See more! Click to view other items 

that share this title and saw the date of a partner image was 1942-12-17. I decided to use that 

date to search even though we were told to use the dates in the spreadsheet. I found a cropped 

version of the partner image in the Dec 18, 1942, issue (p. 1, 4). I thought I might have found the 

other image's story in Dec 18, 1942 (p. 27) & Dec. 19, 1942 (p. 17), but noticed it was about 

rationing board 82-7. Thinking it could be a typo, I tried to verify that 82-8 was in Hazel Park, 

but could not. I was about to give up when I realized the title in the spread sheet is NOT the same 

https://digital.library.wayne.edu/item/wayne:vmc77621_1
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as it is in the VMC and instead of looking for information on the Linwood rationing board 

closing because they did not have heat, I should have been looking for something specifically 

concerning 82-8. With the knowledge that not only are some dates in the spreadsheet not 

mapping correctly, neither are some of the titles, I went back to searching for stories around 

December 30, 1942. I started searching with the date in the spreadsheet rather than the one on the 

website. I searched Detroit News issues Dec 30-31, 1942 & Jan 1-7 & 10 for 82-8 then ration 

and browsed the thumbnails of each issue with no match. I searched Detroit Public Library, 

Encyclopedia of Detroit, Michiganology, and Digital Public Library of America for 82-8, ration, 

& 7464 12th street, without results. I tried to use Library of Congress resources, but they had 

technical difficulties all day and I could not get any results screens to load. I decided to leave it 

and come back to it at the end of the project. 

 When I returned, I finally found a story that seems to match this image and specifically 

mentions district 82-8, (Ration Book Deadline Brings 11th Hour Rush. (1942, December 14)), 

but no photo was published at that time. I finally found a photo taken at the same time by 

scrolling through thumbnails issue by issue. It was published as a sort of photo essay titled “A 

New Year’s Resolution for All Americans” on January 1, 1943, p.4. It never came up in keyword 

searches because there was no caption with the image other than the word “Sacrifice!!”. 

 A diverse group of people wait at the 82-8 rationing board after waiting until the last day 

to get ration books that included coffee. An office worker in heels rests her right leg behind the 

service counter and a woman behind the counter sitting at a table listens to someone to the left of 

the frame. A police officer in the back keeps an eye on everyone. Signs hanging above the 

counter read THIS LINE for COFFEE & SUGAR. THIS LINE for AUTOMOBILES & TIRES. 
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82-8. THIS LINE for GASOLINE. THIS LINE for FUEL OIL. A military sign can be seen on 

the right-hand wall. 

 I added the subject headings: World War II, Detroit (Mich.) 

Image 24 (vmc69969_2) Wars; World; # 2; Detroit; Rationing; Miscellaneous. (n.d.). 

 This image was easier to find than I thought it would be. It had the wrong title on the 

VMC website, the title on the spreadsheet wasn’t descriptive enough, and there was no date. The 

funniest thing was that I could make out part of the photographer’s name on the image from one 

I looked at previously. I started by looking for his name in 1943 but it did not bring up the image, 

then I used terms like tire and ration but there were too many results. I finally decided to try 

used tires. I got 106 results which was fewer than I had with the other terms, so I decided to start 

checking each hit. The very last result, as I was just about to ignore it and try something else, had 

a sentence that got my attention: “In two huge warehouses in Detroit, tires are piled high.” I had 

a look at the article, then went to the back page where I saw my photo. 

 The description I made is: Tires turned in by motorists in Michigan's southern lower 

peninsula in exchange for gasoline ration books, sit in warehouses in Detroit until they can be 

appraised and marketed or scrapped. Nearly 175,000 total tires were collected from the area. 

Pipes and wires hang from the ceiling of a warehouse filled with tagged tires of varying treads in 

Detroit, Michigan. Sunlight streams in from the left-hand side and back windows. 

 I added the subject headings: World War II, Detroit (Mich.), Tires, Warehouses 

Image 20 (vmc69996_1) Wars; World; # 2; Detroit; Aero; Civil Air Patrol. Date given as 1944-

08-04 but is incorrect. 

 This image had several problems and when I found not only the story but the image, was 

the most rewarding to have worked on. I looked through August 3-13, 1944, searching for CAP 

https://digital.library.wayne.edu/item/wayne:vmc69969_2
https://digital.library.wayne.edu/item/wayne:vmc69996_1
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& Civil Air Patrol and found almost nothing. There were a lot of mentions of the WAC 

(Women's Army Corps) however. I was about to give up when I looked at the title on the VMC 

website and noticed it was not the same as my spreadsheet and saw the date was not the same 

either. The title on the VMC had the extra information “Sam Buck instructing.” I thought, I have 

already spent most of the night on this I might as well search all of 1942 for Sam Buck and see 

what happens. I quickly found the story and photo in the September 21, 1942 (p. 9, 34) issue! 

The article refers to this happening over the weekend so it must have been taken between 

September 19 and 20. I love it when I can solve this kind of problem! 

 My final description for this is: Women members of Civil Air Patrol (CAP) Group 638 

from Grand Rapids, Michigan participate in drills during the weekend of September 19-20, 1942. 

Women dressed in CAP uniforms stand on the field looking to the right of the frame. The sky is 

overcast, and their hats cannot keep the wind from messing up their hair. 

 I added the subject headings: World War II, Detroit (Mich.) 

 Discoveries 

 Out of the 25 images I researched, only nine were published around the time they were 

taken. It is great that this collection exists and gives the other images the opportunity to be seen 

for the first time and the others in much greater quality than print newspapers could show at the 

time.  

 The Detroit News often had photos of stories the day after they ran. Even if a follow-up 

story was printed, the photos did not always appear with it and would be printed on the back 

page with photos from other stories. Photos that did not run the same or next day sometimes ran 

on Sundays. It is good to be familiar with how publications organize themselves over the years 

so research on subsequent projects can be faster and smoother. 
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Appreciation of Technology 

 I kept imagining how hard a project like this would have been before The Detroit News 

was available to be searched by keyword or browsed with thumbnail images. To think about 

flipping through loose or bound newspapers by the month or even year would have taken so 

much more time and a good deal of physical effort, even with a good index. The images I had 

that did not have a date or had incorrect details, might never have found their story again. 

Concluding Thoughts 

 I wish there was a way to add the information other researchers uncover when they study 

the images. Even if it is a reference list that details where the published story and photos can be 

found in The Detroit News. What other information can we add for future users? Paul Conway 

and Ricardo Punzalan (2011) discus how users have different ways of looking at photographs, 

such as Landscaping, Storytelling, and Discovering. Having those interpretations, plus ones that 

overlap those categories can benefit everyone who encounters the images later (Conway & 

Punzalan). 

 This project helped me learn more about visual literacy and apply what I learned in class 

to a real-world situation. It helped me appreciate photographs in new ways and I have enjoyed 

my part in keeping these images from becoming a collection of stock photos (Schwartz, 2002). I 

feel it put me into the shoes of a researcher and therefore, will make me better able to help others 

with their meaning making process. It made me more aware of how World War II impacted 

people in the city of Detroit and makes me want to publish a blog post about my findings so 

others can access the source materials quicker when performing their own research. 
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Appendix 

Research Bibliography 

 This research bibliography is a complete list of all resources used for each image in my 

collection. It also includes a link to the image in the Virtual Motor City digital collection. 

Image 1 (vmc72727_3) 

‘All Out’—Scenes from Detroit’s Army Day Parade. (1942, April 7). The Detroit News, 32. 

Detroit - Campus Martius, 1916 (n.d.). Michiganology. 

https://michiganology.org/uncategorized/IO_2687f3c3-20f7-4d0a-98d8-66868f7c32ff/ 

Detroit Public Library. (n.d.). Commercial buildings on Woodward Avenue. Digital Collections. 

https://digitalcollections.detroitpubliclibrary.org/islandora/object/islandora%3A240728 

Thousands parade on Army Day. (1942, April 6). The Detroit News, 1, 4. 

Image 2 (vmc62957) 

Selfridge: A strategic hub for the W.S. military. (2019, December 22). The Detroit News archives 

https://www.detroitnews.com/picture-gallery/news/local/michigan-history/2017/08/11/selfridge-

a-century-of-flight-and-service/104510524/ 

Warfel, G. (1942, June 29). Selfridge group gets a bit of home: Livable day room is one 

woman’s gift. The Detroit News, p. 5, 33.   

Image 3 (vmc13709) 

Note: at the time of doing the project, this image would not load, and a copy was procured from 

Elizabeth Clemens to perform research. 

50 air cadet volunteers eagerly depart for camp. (1942, April 7). The Detroit News, p. 10. 

57 take oath as air cadets at city hall. (1942, April 7). The Detroit News, p. 10.  

‘All Out’—Scenes from Detroit’s Army Day Parade. (1942, April 7). The Detroit News, p. 32. 

https://digital.library.wayne.edu/item/wayne:vmc72727_3
https://michiganology.org/uncategorized/IO_2687f3c3-20f7-4d0a-98d8-66868f7c32ff/
https://digitalcollections.detroitpubliclibrary.org/islandora/object/islandora%3A240728
https://digital.library.wayne.edu/item/wayne:vmc62957
https://www.detroitnews.com/picture-gallery/news/local/michigan-history/2017/08/11/selfridge-a-century-of-flight-and-service/104510524/
https://www.detroitnews.com/picture-gallery/news/local/michigan-history/2017/08/11/selfridge-a-century-of-flight-and-service/104510524/
https://digital.library.wayne.edu/item/wayne:vmc13709
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Detroit’s Martial Spirit Flares in Army Day Parade. (1942, April 7). The Detroit News, p. 20. 

Historic Detroit.org. (n.d.). Roosevelt Hotel. https://historicdetroit.org/postcards/roosevelt-

hotel/6720 

Thousands parade on Army Day. (1942, April 6). The Detroit News, p. 1, 4. 

Image 4 (vmc44910) 

75,000 view Navy parade: Eyes of nation turned on city’s celebration. (1941, October 27). The 

Detroit News, p. 1, 4. 

Secretary Knox at Detroit’s observance of Navy Day. (1941, October 28). The Detroit News, p. 

34. 

Images 5 (vmc18197_1) and 6 (vmc18197) 

Captured enemy equipment to be shown to Detroiters. (1943, October 2). The Detroit News, p. 

18. 

Image 7 (vmc3041) 

At the hearing into charges that Detroit meat packers violated regulations of the OPA. (1943, 

January 29). The Detroit News, p. 38. 

Packers’ license hearings adjourned. (1943, January 28). The Detroit News, p. 1, 2. 

Detroit Historical Society. (n.d.). Person Record: Jeffries, Edward J. Jr. 

https://detroithistorical.pastperfectonline.com/person/09AF2D09-A89B-4A31-81D4-

903202513293 

Image 8 (vmc12243) 

Americans win. (1941, July 9). The Detroit News, p. 19. 

Crowd: 54,674…..only 7 of 50 players stay on sidelines. (1941, July 9). The Detroit News, p. 22, 

23. 

https://historicdetroit.org/postcards/roosevelt-hotel/6720
https://historicdetroit.org/postcards/roosevelt-hotel/6720
https://digital.library.wayne.edu/item/wayne:vmc44910
https://digital.library.wayne.edu/item/wayne:vmc18197_1
https://digital.library.wayne.edu/item/wayne:vmc18197
https://digital.library.wayne.edu/item/wayne:vmc3041
https://detroithistorical.pastperfectonline.com/person/09AF2D09-A89B-4A31-81D4-903202513293
https://detroithistorical.pastperfectonline.com/person/09AF2D09-A89B-4A31-81D4-903202513293
https://digital.library.wayne.edu/item/wayne:vmc12243
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Scenes from American League victory in All-Star Game. (1941, July 9). The Detroit News, p. 37. 

Williams hits homer after NL misses final out. (1941, July 9). The Detroit News. p. 22. 

Image 9 (vmc12244) 

The wrong way to tackle a fire bomb. (1942, April 15). The Detroit News, p. 38. 

Image 10 (vmc18284_4) 

32-ton bomb shelter lifts load off owner’s mind. (1942, October 2). The Detroit News, p. 17 

32 tons of steel and concrete used as Detroiter builds bomb shelter in back yard. (1942, October 

2). The Detroit News. p. 48. 

The Detroit News. (2017, March 4). Air raid! Detroiters prepare for the worst in World War II. 

https://www.detroitnews.com/picture-gallery/news/local/michigan-

history/2017/02/27/air-raid-detroiters-prepare-for-the-worst-in-world-war-ii/98500058/ 

Wayne State University Libraries. (n.d). Results. Retrieved April 16, 2022, from 

https://digital.library.wayne.edu/search?q=Schumaker&fq%5B%5D=human_isMemberO

fCollection%3AVirtual+Motor+City  

Image 11 (vmc77619) 

Landlord and tenant bring their troubles here. (1942, September 5). The Detroit News, p. 2. 

Image 12 (vmc77620) 

Registering for civilian defense. (1941, December 10). The Detroit News, p. 53. 

Wayne State University Libraries. (n.d.) Wars; world; # 2; Detroit; registration (civilian). -

Italians registering for civilian defense. Virtual Motor City. 

https://digital.library.wayne.edu/item/wayne:vmc77620_2 

Image 13 (vmc18303_7) 

Victory garden applicant. (1942, March 1). The Detroit News, p. 104. 

https://digital.library.wayne.edu/item/wayne:vmc12244
https://digital.library.wayne.edu/item/wayne:vmc18284_4
https://www.detroitnews.com/picture-gallery/news/local/michigan-history/2017/02/27/air-raid-detroiters-prepare-for-the-worst-in-world-war-ii/98500058/
https://www.detroitnews.com/picture-gallery/news/local/michigan-history/2017/02/27/air-raid-detroiters-prepare-for-the-worst-in-world-war-ii/98500058/
https://digital.library.wayne.edu/search?q=Schumaker&fq%5B%5D=human_isMemberOfCollection%3AVirtual+Motor+City
https://digital.library.wayne.edu/search?q=Schumaker&fq%5B%5D=human_isMemberOfCollection%3AVirtual+Motor+City
https://digital.library.wayne.edu/item/wayne:vmc77619
https://digital.library.wayne.edu/item/wayne:vmc77620
https://digital.library.wayne.edu/item/wayne:vmc77620_2
https://digital.library.wayne.edu/item/wayne:vmc18303_7


19 
 

Wayne State University Libraries. (n.d.) Wars; World; # 2; Detroit; Gardens. - Mayor Jefferies, 

Norman Gallant, And Lucia Savage 

https://digital.library.wayne.edu/item/wayne:vmc18303 

Image 14 (vmc69984_1) 

27 English refugees awaited in Windsor. (1940, July 5). The Detroit News, p. 1. 

Find safety in Windsor from German bombs. (1940, July 6). The Detroit News, p. 6. 

Warfel, G. (1940, July 6). Young Britons fleeing war capture hearts in Windsor. The Detroit 

News, p. 1, 2. 

Warfel, G. (1940, July 7). Windsor’s glad welcome smiles war terror away. The Detroit News, p. 

66. 

Image 15 (vmc33362) 

Stroecker, M. D. (1942, March 22). American family marches down the garden path to victory. 

The Detroit News, p. 106. 

Image 16 (vmc77621_1) 

A New Year’s resolution for all Americans. (1943, January 1). The Detroit News. p. 36. 

Image 17 (vmc70000_3) 

Detroit Public Library. (n.d.). Central Methodist Episcopal Church, Hotel Wolverine and 

Y.M.C.A. on Woodward Avenue. Digital Collections. 

https://digitalcollections.detroitpubliclibrary.org/islandora/object/islandora%3A218120 

Digital Commonwealth. (n.d.). Central M.E. Church, Hotel Wolverine and Y.M.C.A., Detroit, 

Mich. Massachusetts Collections Online. 

https://dp.la/item/d45174f6353f37d07a3d85fb25862db2?q=%22hotel+wolverine%22 

https://digital.library.wayne.edu/item/wayne:vmc18303
https://digital.library.wayne.edu/item/wayne:vmc69984_1
https://digital.library.wayne.edu/item/wayne:vmc33362
https://digital.library.wayne.edu/item/wayne:vmc77621_1
https://digital.library.wayne.edu/item/wayne:vmc70000_3
https://digitalcollections.detroitpubliclibrary.org/islandora/object/islandora%3A218120
https://dp.la/item/d45174f6353f37d07a3d85fb25862db2?q=%22hotel+wolverine%22


20 
 

Detroit Public Library. (n.d.). Fyfe Building. Digital Collections. 

https://digitalcollections.detroitpubliclibrary.org/islandora/object/islandora%3A143387 

Remember the blackout! (1942, May 24). The Detroit News. p. 61, 62. 

Surprise test due in month: City ready for raid, Richards says. (1942, May 25). The Detroit 

News. p. 1, 2, 30.  

Image 18 (vmc28558) 

1,000 women stage drills: Defense streamliner units win cheers. (1942, October 12). The Detroit 

News, p. 19. 

Streamliners hold review. (1942, October 11). The Detroit News, p. 69. 

Image 19 (vmc28558_1) 

City’s first conductoret begins work. (1942, November 22). The Detroit News, p. 5. 

Image 20 (vmc69996_1) 

Hundreds of CAP fliers take part in mobilization. (1942, September 21). The Detroit News, p. 

34. 

Storm fails to halt CAP: 700 heed call for state mobilization. (1942, September 21). The Detroit 

News, p. 9. 

Image 21 (vmc69996_2) 

CAP opens river base: First seaplane unit to patrol river. (1943, June 21). The Detroit News, p. 

22. 

Image 22 (vmc18363_1) 

Anchorettes donate spare time to Navy. (1942, November 22). The Detroit News, p. 114-115. 

Ewing, Melissa. (2022, April 19). Does anyone know what this is? [Image attached]. Facebook. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1742162419354971/posts/3104684333102766/?comm

https://digitalcollections.detroitpubliclibrary.org/islandora/object/islandora%3A143387
https://digital.library.wayne.edu/item/wayne:vmc28558
https://digital.library.wayne.edu/item/wayne:vmc28558_1
https://digital.library.wayne.edu/item/wayne:vmc69996_1
https://digital.library.wayne.edu/item/wayne:vmc69996_2
https://digital.library.wayne.edu/item/wayne:vmc18363_1
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1742162419354971/posts/3104684333102766/?comment_id=3104686373102562&reply_comment_id=3104690496435483&notif_id=1650377509226520&notif_t=group_comment_mention


21 
 

ent_id=3104686373102562&reply_comment_id=3104690496435483&notif_id=1650377

509226520&notif_t=group_comment_mention 

Ripley Auctions. (n.d.) Vintage black Genuine Corde geometric corded handbag with large 

carved lucite flip clasp, interior pocket and change purse. 

https://www.ripleyauctions.com/auction-lot/vintage-black-genuine-corde-geometric-

corded-hand_99E4E59871 

Image 23 (vmc69969_1) 

Note: at the time of doing the project, this image was not loading correctly but enough was 

visible for it to be researched. 

Shops shut doors in shoe rush: Hundreds stand in line to use stamps. (1943, June 15). The Detroit 

News, p. 1, 4. 

Image 24 (vmc69969_2) 

Some of the thousands of tires turned in by motorists. (1943, January 5). The Detroit News, p. 

32. 

Tire harvest nearly ended: Most of idle rubber reaches warehouses. (1943, January 5). The 

Detroit News, p. 6. 

Image 25 (vmc23777_7) 

WAC fashion show. (1944, May 15). The Detroit News, p. 8. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1742162419354971/posts/3104684333102766/?comment_id=3104686373102562&reply_comment_id=3104690496435483&notif_id=1650377509226520&notif_t=group_comment_mention
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1742162419354971/posts/3104684333102766/?comment_id=3104686373102562&reply_comment_id=3104690496435483&notif_id=1650377509226520&notif_t=group_comment_mention
https://www.ripleyauctions.com/auction-lot/vintage-black-genuine-corde-geometric-corded-hand_99E4E59871
https://www.ripleyauctions.com/auction-lot/vintage-black-genuine-corde-geometric-corded-hand_99E4E59871
https://digital.library.wayne.edu/item/wayne:vmc69969_1
https://digital.library.wayne.edu/item/wayne:vmc69969_2
https://digital.library.wayne.edu/item/wayne:vmc23777_7

